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This heroic sized statue of Captains Lewis and Clark with their Native American Guide Sacajawea by 
Western Artist Bob Scriver stands along the banks of the Missouri River in Fort Benton, Montana—site 

of the 2015 MFGC Fall Board Meeting. Photo by Linda Sadler.
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————————— President’s Message ————————— 
Fall is here. The colors are changing and the days are 
cool and shorter. It is time to put your garden to bed. Fall 
bulbs should be planted. Tools should be cleaned and 
disinfected before putting away. Many tasks need to be 
done.
NGC is emphasizing leadership. Leadership will be a topic 
emphasized  during the next two years. We began our leap 
at Fall Board in Fort Benton. Two wonderful workshops 
were given. Nancy Lachapelle led a workshop in learning 
styles. She had us do an exercise which showed different 
ways people learn. Pat Biggs taught us the steps to setting 
goals which are obtainable. Both workshops were the 
first steps to developing leadership in clubs.  More steps 
to leadership will be presented at our June convention. 
The state will have Robin Pokorski, NGC Corresponding 
Secretary, to further help in developing leadership skills. 
Robin has been doing leadership workshops in California 
and other states. Montana is very fortunate that an 
anonymous member is paying for her to come here. 
Each president has received plans to achieve one of the 
projects I wish to complete. As garden club members, 
we freely donate our time to help with various civic 
activities. At the end of two years I will share with you the 
total number of hours and the corresponding monetary 
amount that has been donated. I feel we will be amazed 
at the results. 
Denise Fink has finished the history of the Montana 
Federation of Garden Clubs. The book is published and 
is being sold. I will have copies with me when touring 
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the districts. The $10 
book covers all past state 
president terms with their 
accomplishments.
Pack your suitcase for a 
February road trip. Plans are 
in the process to travel to the 
Seattle Flower and Garden 
Show. The bus leaves 
Missoula on Wednesday 
February 16 and returns 
Saturday February 19. More 
information is available in 
this magazine. It will be a fun excursion. 
As your state president, I plan to provide you with helpful, 
educational and enjoyable learning experiences.  Together 
as members we can leap forward with our  “thumbs up” 
by educating, engaging and enjoying being members of 
the Montana Federation of Garden Clubs.
Christmas, my favorite holiday, is fast approaching.  
May your holiday be a joyful celebration. Happy 
Holidays & Merry Christmas!

 LiNDA sADLer
 MFGC PresiDeNt
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———— Saving the Monarch Butterfly ————
What is all the hullaballoo about Monarch butterflies? Why 
should we care if their numbers are declining?  To put it bluntly, 
if the small creatures of the world are in trouble, humankind 
can’t be far behind. After decades of dousing everything 
(soil, plants, insects, small and large animals) with poison, 
the effects are becoming more evident. On top of spraying 
everything, we are tearing down trees and covering arable 
farmland with pavement, houses and nonproductive lawns. 
We simply cannot continue like this if we want to survive as 
a species. 
Roundup-ready soybeans and corn make it possible for 
farmers to spray fence to fence. They no longer need to 
leave some unsprayed foliage next to their crops. Therefore 
there are fewer and fewer patches of native prairie left in 
fence corners or along ditches. And this means there is less 
habitat for Monarch butterflies to feed on and to lay their 
eggs on during their long journey. It takes four generations 
to complete one year of migration. 
We Montanans have taken care of our land —one reason 
why so many other people and organizations are trying to 
take it away. We are a haven for wildlife and proud of it. As 
the Midwest farmers destroy their habitat, let us build more 
habitat.  
So can we truly make a difference? Yes! We can make a 
difference by planting native milkweeds and nectar flowers. 
We have 26 clubs in the MTFGC with 700 members. If every 
one of us plants even a small corner for Monarch butterflies, 
that will be 700 more corners or gardens, or even fields, of 
habitat that didn’t exist before. And if you register with www.
monarchwatch.org your site will be included in the International 
Monarch Waystation Registry, an online listing of Monarch 
Waystations. You will be awarded a certificate bearing your 
name and your site’s unique Monarch Waystation ID number. 
You will then be eligible to purchase a weatherproof sign 
that identifies your monarch habitat as an official “Monarch 
Waystation.” The display of Monarch Waystation signs helps 
convey the conservation message to those who visit your 
garden and may encourage them to create their own monarch 
habitat. Montana may not have the biggest membership but 
we do have the biggest opportunity to improve our habitat. 
We live in the 
proverbial “wide 
open spaces” 
that most people 
can only dream 
about.
There is not 
enough space 
here to list 
all the plants 
that Monarch 
butterflies need.  
You can go 
online and find 

NGC LIFE MEMBERSHIP:

eDuCAtiON MAkes  
the DiFFereNCe!

We all have special people in our lives and garden clubs, 
and there will be times when we wish to honor someone 
who shares our love of gardening. Many items are available 
from Member Services Online Shopping; books, jewelry, 
scarves and more. 
A perfect gift for that “special someone” could be a gift 
of National Life Membership. It would demonstrate to 
them your appreciation of their commitment to the youth 
of our nation, the future leaders of our world. Your gift of 
$200 to become a Life Member is shared equally by the 
scholarship fund and the Permanent Home Endowment 
Fund. The recipient will receive a lifetime subscription to 
the National Gardener and may attend the National Life 
Member Banquet at all conventions. An application form 
may be obtained from NGC website www.gardenclub.
org or from the Montana Chairman, Carol Works (winter 
address: 7750 E Broadway Rd. Lot 181, Mesa AZ 85208. 
Ph # 480-354-1956)
I encourage you to join. A Montana student may again 
win the $3500 (or more) scholarship. It is a great feeling 
knowing you had a tiny part in making that possible. And 
just maybe, Montana could again win the award for the 
state with the largest increase of National Life Members  
per capita. We are well on our way, having three new 
members since convention: Vanette Nagamori, Fay Weber, 
Toni Ziegler, and a promise of another.

 CArOL WOrks
 NGC LiFe MeMBershiP ChAirMAN

many, many ideas for what works well in your area.
Our National Garden Club President, Sandra Robinson, 
has outlined three steps to actively create the attitudes, 
environments and habitats that will nurture healthy 
populations and return them to a strong footing. The First 
Step: creating awareness is critical – be aware of issues 
challenging amphibians and pollinator species and talk 
about them. The Second Step: understanding what we can 
do, what our options are and how we can best use these 
options in our community to reverse the negative effects 
caused by man. The Third Step:  service in action – guiding 
our communities by thoughtful choices, new actions and 
improved results.

kAthy AND CLArA WAters
ButterFLy & hABitAt CO-ChAirPersONs
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——— Your Compassion is Not Helping ———
by Drew Lesofski,  MFGC Wildlife Chairman

As urban sprawl encroaches more and more into 
traditional open and wild spaces, interactions with 
wildlife become almost a daily occurrence. The circle 
of life, so to speak, once viewed from afar is now 
witnessed up close, and in too many instances, in an 
unsavory way.
Our expansion, particularly in the western states, puts 
unnecessary pressure on wildlife to compete for fewer 
and fewer untouched spaces once used by whitetail 
deer, moose, bear, upland birds and waterfowl and 
critters like fox and coyotes for feeding, breeding 
and nesting. This disruption causes wildlife to adapt 
to change or be pushed off and in many cases, they 
adapt with great fanfare.
We are an empathetic lot and don’t want to see critters 
suffering. The good natured part of us will feed wildlife 
with the belief that our compassion is helping them, 
when in reality, it’s not.
Feeding whitetail and other critters only increases the 
chances for the unwanted which sometimes leads to 
dangerous interactions as their population explode 
because of an overabundance of feeding opportunities, 
and human protection from predators. 

Wild critters are no dummies! They know a good thing 
when they see one. If food and protection is given, 
they will exploit that to their benefit. A small, seemingly 
harmless herd of whitetail deer can, within a few 
seasons,  explode into an uncontrollable herd  as they 
take advantage of a neighbor’s compassion or a few 
like-minded folks who think population control is cruel 
and not necessary.

Such ideas lead to an increase in property damage, 
deadly vehicle interactions and the very likelihood that 
really unwanted critters like cougars, wolves and bears 
will be attracted by this artificial abundance of prey and 
come into populated areas in search of a meal.
As society expands, it is best to leave nature alone, and 
let her take her course and not allow our compassion 
to override common sense as it relates to feeding big 
game in our neighborhoods.
Drew works for Big Game America and is the son 
of Jim and Linda Sadler.

Maintaining and increasing our membership is the main goal of our clubs. As State Membership Chairman, I want to 
increase each clubs desire to increase their membership. Money often is an incentive, so I am starting another contest 
with a chance of financial gain and recognition. I hope that each club will work to receive a recognition certificate.
We are taking the total membership of your club as of October 1, 2015 as the starting point. This contest will end 
March 31, 2017. My hope is for each club to increase membership by 10% during this time to receive a recognition 
certificate.
Now for the financial gain. The club with the highest percentage of membership increase will receive $50.00; second 
place $35; third place $20; and, fourth place $15. Since this contest is based on a percentage increase everyone has 
an equal chance! Let’s start recruiting new members!

 VANette NAGAMOri  
 MFGC stAte MeMBershiP ChAirMAN

————————— Member$hip Conte$t —————————
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This and That
by Joyce Hendricks MFGC First Vice President 

By now I hope you are all talking 
about the “Challenge to Garden 
Clubs to Plan and Plant Native 
Milkweeds in the spring of 2016” 
from our Butterfly and Habitat 
Chairpersons Kathy and Clara 
Waters. They have included a 
lot of information and sites to 
visit to receive more information. 
We are doing this as part of our 
National Presidents Project and 
to demonstrate our willingness to be part of the solution 
to stop the decline in the numbers of pollinators in our 
country. I thought some information about the monarch 
butterflies would be helpful. 
In March and April the eggs are laid on the milkweed 
plants. After they hatch into caterpillars, in about four days, 
they eat the milkweed to grow. After about two weeks, the 
caterpillars attach to the milkweeds and spin themselves 
into a chrysalis. In about ten days the butterflies will 
emerge and fly away, feeding on flowers for about six 
weeks. Then the process begins again. They go through 
this cycle four times in one year. It is the fourth generation 
which then migrates back to warm areas of California 
and Mexico for the winter, where they live for six to eight 
months, and begin the process all over again. Amazing 
isn’t it? In Montana we need to look for them a little later 
in the summer (the third and/or fourth generation stages) 
to provide habitat to meet their needs. 
When planning your butterfly friendly gardens, remember  
the milkweeds are necessary for the monarch butterflies 
to lay their eggs and provide food for the caterpillars. We 
also will need to do plantings, which will supply nectar for 
the butterflies. For our region it seems that liatris “Blazing 
Star” is the favored plant but it is recommended that 
we plan so that there are some blooms throughout our 
growing season. Tartarium asters are also a good choice. 
Plant your flowers in a sunny location as butterflies like the 
sun. Plant in groups of seven to nine plants near trees and 
shrubs so that they have shelter from wind and predators.  
Include a small shallow pool of water or a mud puddle as 
a source of mineral nutrients. It is very important not to 
use pesticides (insecticides or herbicides) of any kind on 
your butterfly garden. Your butterfly garden can be any 
size including potted plants. 
Keep it simple and have fun! Please keep a few notes, 
take some pictures, provide education for members and 
your communities so that we can submit evidence of our 
activities for the National Presidents Project in 2017. 
Please let me know if you have questions or would like to 
share information.

MFGC FuNDrAiser Bus triP 
tO the seAttLe FLOWer shOW

We plan to leave Missoula February 16, enjoy the show on 
February 17, 18 and return to Missoula on February 19, 
2016. The time of day we are leaving and returning is yet to 
be determined. Tucker Transportation is supplying the bus 
driver and bus but the cost and type of bus will depend on 
the number of participants on-board.
COST: Bus ticket for 54 seat bus fare and two day pass 

at show: $190.00 (on board toilet)
Bus ticket for 44 seat bus fare and two day pass at 
show: $199.00 (on board toilet)
Bus ticket for 25 seat bus fare and two day pass at 
show: $259.00
Crowne Plaza hotel for double occupancy 3 nights 
$372 ($124 plus tax per night per room)
Reservations must be made by December 15. 

Send $50 deposit fee to Sherry Corneliusen at the address 
below. We will calculate the cost and spread it over the 
number of reservations. Notice will be given after December 
15 of the amount of the bus ticket that will be due December 
31st. You must make your own hotel reservations at www.
gardenshow.com. When you go to the site you can click on 
the motel tab and it will take you to the Crowne Plaza site. 
You can also get information on the seminars that will be 
offered along with other helpful information on the site.
All reservations and the $50 deposit, which is 
nonrefundable unless the trip does not take place, are 
to be sent BY DECEMBER 15 to: 

SHERRY CORNELIUSEN 
1014 Road 248, 
Glendive, Mt 59330-9416
Phone: 406-486-5787   cell 406-941-3172 
Email:  sher@midrivers.com 
MAkE CHECkS PAYABLE TO MFGC.

We hope you will spread the word and have others join us, 
also. Husbands, master gardeners, and others are invited so 
we can fill up the big bus and make it less expensive. Please 
join us to see all these beautiful flowers at the largest garden 
show in the Northwest this February.

MARk YOUR CALENDARS AND JOIN US FOR THE 
SEATTLE FLOWER SHOW BUS TRIP.  

FUN, FUN, FUN! FEBRUARY 16-19, 2016
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The RMR and NGC 
Meetings Road Trip

Darlene Skari, Phyllis White and I traveled to the Rocky 
Mountain Region meeting in Sioux Falls, South Dakota by 
car. Our trip to the two meetings was a two-week adventure 
across the mid-west. 
Our first stop was the RMR meeting where Darlene Skari 
is our Rocky Mountain Region Director. A beautiful design 
was done in her honor and Phyllis White did a design in my 
honor. Sandy Robinson, NGC President, was in attendance 
and $274 was collected for the RMR Disaster Fund. Clubs 
will be able to apply for funds from the RMR region to help 
repair damage to a public garden which was destroyed by 
an act of nature such as flooding, fire, or an earthquake. A 
program on fruit bearing trees and bushes that grow in the 
rocky mountain region was presented. Another program 
demonstrated different ways flowers can be enjoyed in the 
house without doing a design by using simple things like 
glasses, small containers and dishes. Fellowship among 
members of our region was great.  
Darlene, Phyllis and I continued from Sioux Falls to St. Louis, 
Missouri. Along the way we stopped in Omaha, Nebraska at 
Lauritzen Gardens. The gardens’ designs create different 
areas into rooms. The only way we could see the gardens 
in a short time was to take the garden tram. Our next stop 
was the J. Morton Estate (Morton Salt) in Nebraska City, 
Nebraska. Morton is credited with starting the Arbor Day 
tradition by giving trees to settlers who passed through on 
their way west.  His estate is famous for apples.
We finally arrived in St. Louis for the National Fall Board 
Meeting and my first visit to National Headquarters was 
memorable. The building is so beautiful. The reception 
room has rugs with the flower of each state, and I soon 
found Montana’s and our state flower. While we were 
there, the new doors to the building were dedicated and 
the Golden Circle dedicated a tree. We had lunch at Busch 
Stadium, home of the St. Louis Cardinals. 
Business highlights of the meeting were partnership with 
the National Wildlife Federation as well as Global Partners 
Running Waters for 2015-2017, extend the Blue Star 
Memorial program to include Gold Star Marker which Gold 
Star Families may purchase to honor their loved ones, 
reports from all committees, and reminding members that 
all information is on line.
One of the most memorable speakers for me was Mike 
Zeloski with the Wild Bird Sanctuary and his program on 
raptors. He had live hawks and an owl which his helper 
flew in the banquet room. The other program was on flower 
design presented by Claudia Choppa, a NGC judge.
Needless to say, the three of us were glad to start for 
home.

 LiNDA sADLer
 MFGC PresiDeNt

Road Trip Photos are clockwise top left:  Linda, Phyllis 
and Darlene; Floral Design for Linda by Phyllis at RMR; 
the beautiful owl from the Wild Bird Sanctuary; and 
Linda by the Mooney Terrace at the NGC Headquarters.

ANNOuNCiNG the 2016 
sMOkey BeAr & WOODsy OWL

POster CONtest
Children from the first through fifth grade are invited 
to participate in the 2016 National Garden Club, Inc. 
Poster Contest. The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Forest Service and the National Garden Club, Inc. 
are giving students the opportunity to demonstrate 
their understanding of wildfire prevention and basic 
environmental conservation principles through original 
drawings of Smokey Bear or Woodsy Owl. Local 
posters are due to state chairmen by January 22, 2016 
and regional posters are due to regional chairmen by 
February 22, 2016. For information on the poster rules, 
poster tips and recognition ceremonies, visit these 
websites: www.fs.usda.gov/learn/kids or the www.
gardenclub.org. You can also check out the winning 
posters from the 2015 campaign.  If you need additional 
information or help to get started, please contact 
Brenda Slaughter at bj7slaughter@hotmail.com. I’d be 
glad to help and thanks so much for your support and 
commitment to the partnership between the National 
Garden Clubs, Inc. and the Forest Service. 

 BreNDA sLAuGhter
 MFGC POster CONtest ChAirMAN
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——————————— NaTuRe uNBalaNCed ———————————
by Emy Lesofski*

This summer I had the opportunity to visit several Pacific 
Islands. Each place was unique. Not only was I struck by 
their sheer beauty, I was taken with the diversity of plants and 
wildlife. The landscapes and vistas were stunning. The culture 
of each island was inspiring in its own way. Unfortunately, 
these special places are threatened by invasive species--
both plant and animal. Invasive species choke out native 
plants and trees, threaten biodiversity, and decimate native 
wildlife populations. 
In Guam, the proliferation of brown tree snakes means that 
there are virtually no native birds on the island. Brown tree 
snakes were likely accidentally introduced on Guam after 
World War II and the lack of natural predators and other 
controlling factors means that brown tree snakes have 
caused the extinction of most forest birds and lizards native 
to Guam. Efforts are underway on Guam to control the 
snake population and prevent them from being exported to 
other islands or the U.S. mainland. The snakes are routinely 
hunted and captured. I got to go on a brown tree snake hunt 
and caught a three foot snake on a fence! It is hard to believe 
that one variety of snake can make nearly all of the songbirds 
disappear from an island. The efforts of the territorial and 
federal government have prevented this pernicious species 

from spreading and they continue to work diligently to control 
the brown tree snake and improve the bird populations on 
Guam.  
There are many other instances of governments and 
conservation-minded individuals and organizations working 
together to protect important island ecosystems. For 
example, the tamaligi tree threatens the native tree canopy 
on the island of Tutuila in America Samoa. The tamaligi tree 
crowds out native plants and trees and inhibits biodiversity. 
Partnerships between the federal and local governments 
have allowed for the aggressive treatment of tamaligi 
encroachment and native trees are now recovering on 
the island of Tutuila. Another example would be efforts to 
control the spread of the coconut rhinoceros beetle in the 
Pacific. Coconut rhinoceros beetles bore into coconut trees 
and inhibit coconut production and, in many cases, kill the 
coconut tree.
The coconut tree has both dietary and cultural significance 
in the Pacific. If coconut rhinoceros beetle populations were 
to spread out of control, the damage to coconut trees and 
the way of life in the islands could be severely impacted. 
Despite the many challenges to conserving the native 
habitat in these special places, there is much to be grateful 
for and inspired by in the Pacific Islands. They present some 
of the most intact native ecosystems I have ever visited, 
including amazingly delicious food, and cultural resiliency. 
The commitment to sustainability of natural resources is a 
way of life in the Pacific Islands and one that deserves to be 
emulated. 
*  Emy Lesofski is a staff person for the U.S. Senate and is 
the daughter-in-law of MFGC President, Linda Sadler.

lINda’S BOOK lIST

Now that the weeds are finally under control, harvest is finished, 
hoses are put away, and garden work has been winding down, 
I have a little more time to relax. I enjoy reading a good book 
in the evenings. I highly recommend books written by Neal 
Sanders. Several of his books involve garden club ladies and 
their escapades. The books are ones you can’t put down until 
you have finished them. “Murder in the Garden Club” is about 
a small garden club where one member is found dead and 
the ladies observe an unusual activity and solve the murder. 
“Murder in Negative Space” and “Murder at the Flower Show” 
are about large flower shows which I think are similar to the 
Philadelphia Flower Show. “The Garden Club Gang” happens 
at the county fair where three garden club friends decide to do 
an unlawful deed. Mr. Sanders is very knowledgeable about 
flower judging and I found he was accurate in design types. His 
wife is the Massachusetts State President.  

Oh, by the way, our NGC President Sandra Robinson has his 
books loaded on her iPad. The books can be ordered at Barnes 
& Noble and on Amazon Books. Enjoy!   

NOte tO  
CLuB PresiDeNts

Dear Presidents,
Just a reminder to send me the hours your club 
members spend doing a community project. 
Congratulations to Saco who was the first to 
send me their hours on a project. I have sent 
two important newsletters to you – “Keeping In 
Touch” and the “RMR Rambler.” Please share 
with your members via email or at your regular 
meeting.

LiNDA sADLer
MFGC PresiDeNt
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——— MFGC 2015 Fall Board Meeting Minutes ———
Community Hall, Fort Benton, Montana October 10, 2015

Call to Order: President Linda Sadler called the meeting of the 
2015 Fall Board to order at 10:05 a.m. on Saturday, October 
10, 2015 at the Community Hall, Fort Benton, MT.  Recording 
Secretary, Diane Ward, was present.

Opening Exercises: Cheryl Carroll, Chaplain gave the 
invocation. The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United 
States of America was led by Rachel Moberley. President Linda 
Sadler welcomed those in attendance and made introductions. 
Carol Works welcomed all to the 2015 MFGC Fall Board.

Preliminary Credentials Report:  Nancy Lachapelle, 
Credentials Chairman, gave the following Preliminary 
Credentials Report as of 10:10 a.m., October 10, 2015 
with a voting strength of 48 and moved its adoption. State 
Officers-7, Club Presidents-13, District Directors-8, Past State 
Presidents-5, Total Voting Strength-48.

Quorum:  Phyllis White, Parliamentarian, declared a quorum 
present.

Standing Rules of the 2015 Fall Board Meeting: Phyllis 
White read the Standing Rules of the 2015 Fall Board Meeting 
for adoption. ADOPTED

Report of the Committees to Approve the Minutes: The 
President appointed the following committee to approve 
the minutes of the MFGC 2015 Fall Board Meeting: Glenna 
Waltee-Chairman, Linda Clark, Dian Norby.

Timekeeper: The President appointed Sue Leferink and Betsy 
Heckel to serve as timekeepers.

Report of the Committee to Approve the MFGC 2014 
Fall Board Minutes: Joyce Hendricks-First Vice President, 
Chairman of the committee to approve the minutes of the 
MFGC 2014 Fall Board Meeting in Malta, MT reported that the 
minutes had been approved and circulated.

Installation of MFGC Appointed Officers: Patricia Biggs-
Corresponding Secretary, Phyllis White-Parliamentarian, 
Cheryl Carroll-MFGC Chaplain

Ratification of Appointments:  Andrew Lesofski-Wildlife 
Chairman, Pam Diamond-Newsletter Chairman.  APPROVED

Reports of Officers: Linda Sadler-President, Joyce 
Hendricks-First Vice President, Sherry Corneliusen-Second 
Vice President, Jane Ereaux-Treasurer (report on file), 
Patricia Biggs-Corresponding Secretary, Phyllis White-
Parliamentarian.

Introductions: Darlene Skari, RMR Director, Phyllis White-
NGC Keeping In Touch Editor, Facebook Co-Administrator, 
Pinterest Administrator.

MFGC Committee Reports:  Recommendations of Executive 
Committee:  Joyce Hendricks-First Vice President reported a 
Policy and Procedure change to Conventions and Meeting, 
Item #2 to increase the allowance given to the hosting club 
for Convention from $300 to $500.  (10/9/15).  APPROVED. 
Recommendation of Finance Committee:  Denise Fink 
reported the MFGC History Publication was completed and 
recommended it sell for $10. APPROVED.  Judges Council, 

Glenna Waltee-Chairman reported the A-4 Florence Baker 
Award was changed to read “Certificate and $20 to A, B and C 
clubs based on a percentage of membership of the club.  No 
application required.  Sponsored by Judges Council”. (Report 
on file).  APPROVED.  2015 convention, Myrna McCollum and 
Patricia Schlaeger-Co-Chairmen (final account), report on file. 
2016 Convention and Standard Flower Show in Missoula, MT 
on June 23-25, 2016, James Sadler. Flower Show Schools, 
Susan Billmayer (report on file). Membership, Vanette 
Nagamori. NGC Flower Show Awards, Susan Andrews. NGC 
Program, Joyce Hendricks, “Service in Action”-Monarch 
butterfly habitat. Jane Ereaux reported Cathy Waters as 
Butterfly Chairman. Montana Gardens, Patty Schleager 
reported that an Executive Board recommendation was made 
to reduce the issues of the Montana Garden publication from 
4 to 3. Website, Phyllis White. Blue Star, President reported 
in Kathy Austin’s absence. President’s Projects: Backyard 
Habitat, Jim Sadler, (report on file), Bees, Xeriscape, Sue 
Leferink, (report on file).

Meeting Recess For Lunch: Cheryl Carroll, Chaplain gave 
a blessing.

Luncheon Program: Fairy Garden Display, Presentation of 
RMR Awards, Nancy Lachapelle introduced Speaker, Bob 
Quinn.

Business Meeting Resumed: MFGC Fall Board Meeting 
resumed at 1 p.m. with Sherry Corneliusen and Jim Sadler 
providing information about the Seattle, WA Flower Show bus 
trip, February 16-19, 2016.  (Report on file).

Youth Projects:  Toni Ziegler, Chairman

National Life Members:  Carol Works-Chairmen reported 3 
new National Life Members:  Toni Ziegler, Vanette Nagamori, 
Fay Weber. (Report on file.)

RMR and NGC Chairman Reports:  Darlene Skari-RMR 
Director, Phyllis White-NGC Keeping In Touch and Social 
Media.

Leadership Workshops: Nancy Lachapelle-Adult Learning 
Styles, Phyllis White-MFGC Introduction to Leadership 
Programs, Patricia Biggs-Setting SMART Goals and 
Objectives.

New Business: Susan Andrews moved that the Recording 
Secretary submit approved meeting minutes from Fall Board 
and Conventions in time for publication in the next issue of 
Montana Gardens that immediately follows each meeting. Upon 
submission to the editor the minutes will be simultaneously 
published in the members’ section of the MFGC website. 
APPROVED.

Benediction: Cheryl Carroll-Chaplain gave the benediction.

Adjournment: The President adjourned the MFGC 2015 Fall 
Board Meeting at 2:55 p.m. on Saturday, October 10, 2015.

Diane R. Ward, Recording Secretary(s) 
Glenna Waltee, Chairman of Approval Committee(s)
Linda Clark, Approval Committee(s)
Dian Norby, Approval Committee(s)
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Above: Rainbow Garden Club members prepare a flower 
bed at a local assisted living home while working on 

their Garden Therapy Project.

leaP INTO  
GaRdeN THeRaPY

Our National President has asked all garden clubs 
to “leap into action.”  Now may be the time to ask 
yourself as a garden club member if you are ready 
to take a look at establishing a garden therapy 
project. The first step is establishing the need. You 
don’t have to restrict your search to the assisted 
living center in town, although the clients there may 
certainly enjoy contact with the garden club. Think 
outside the box. Contact the local center for aging, 
the veterans center, or maybe even a teacher who 
has contact with children with special needs.
When seed catalogs arrive meet with your special 
person and select what you might plant. In early 
spring direct the seed planting—you might have 
to care for them yourself - and later help plant the 
seedlings in a container where they can grow to 
brighten the days all summer long.
Take the “leap.” You never know what unseen 
pleasures await you.

 JOANNe GiBBONs
 MFGC GArDeN therAPy ChAirMAN

NOTE TO MEMBERSHIP: On the MFGC Website 
under the “How To” section is a video called “Minutes, 
Not Hours.” It is a “help” video for clubs.  Also please 
find online the updated MFGC Awards Directory with 
an application form.

hiGhLiGhts FrOM the MFGC 
2015 FALL BOArD MeetiNG

Top Left:  MFGC President Linda Sadler opens the Fall 
Board Meeting in Fort Benton, Montana. Top Right 
President  Linda presents Patty Schlaeger from Rainbow 
Garden Club one of eight RMR Awards. Center Left: 
Cheryl Carroll, Phyllis White and Pat Biggs  are installed. 
Center Right: Bob Quinn presents program on Chemical 
Free Farming.  Bottom Left:  Marilyn Lane wins first 
place for her Fairy Garden. Bottom Right: Cheryl Carroll 
wins second place for her Fairy Garden.
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———————— around Montana’s Big Sky ————————
DEARBORN GARDEN CLUB
Dearborn Garden Club’s annual picnic was held July 
15, 2015 at the home of member Peggy Sloan and her 
husband Don. It was a beautiful day for the 36 people 
attending: members, spouses and guests. In August we 
decorated the Dearborn Garden Club float in a western 
theme for the Cascade Rodeo Parade. Six members of 
the DGC rode on it wearing the appropriate attire. The 
regular August meeting was a tour and this year twenty 
members and seven guests went to Tizer Gardens 
where owner Belva led the first tour. We enjoyed a sack 
lunch and then a second tour for those able to stay. 
The September meeting presenter was Jona McName 
from the Cascade County Extension Service on food 
preservation.
October found us enjoying the Halloween season and 
hearing about the many projects from the Fall Board 
Meeting at Fort Benton. We had Show and Tell in October 
which demonstrated the projects and experiences of a 
room full of talented, interesting members.
August 31, 2015 was a special day as that is when the 
Dearborn Garden Clubs special project was realized. 
Through the efforts of Donna Ahlert’s project Missouri 
River-opoly in 2012, money was earned to finance a 
Commemorative Rock for the Dearborn Garden Club 
Friendship Garden at Railroad Park in Cascade.

Pictured below are members of Dearborn Garden Club, 
posing by their commemorative rock at the Dearborn 
Garden Club Friendship Garden at the Railroad Park in 
Cascade, Montana.

WHITEHALL GARDEN CLUB INSTALLS SIGNAGE
The transformation of the hillside as you drive through 
Whitehall has been astonishing. Where there was 
once an eye-sore of nothing but weeds, there now is 
a walking path that takes you through a Native Plant 
Garden, a Blue Star Memorial and a Veteran’s Wall.
Along this path visitors can sit at a picnic table and 
have lunch or just enjoy the day. But many visitors 
really don’t know what they are seeing.
The Whitehall Garden Club has designed an 
informational plaque describing the three features on 
the hillside known as Silver Tower Park. We encourage 
everyone to take some time and stop by to read the 
sign and enjoy the park.
The sign was installed September 3, 2015 with the help 
of local Veterans; Kurt Ward, Gary Morris, Bill Carhuff 
and Tom Herrington. Thanks go out to Tillo Graphics, in 
Butte, for the sign fabrication, Smith Supply for lumber 
to brace the sign until the cement hardens, and to Ace 
Hardware for stepping up and loaning us a hammer 
and nails.
The Whitehall Garden Club wants to give Special 
Thanks to the JLDC for their generous grant to help 
us complete this project. The signage will help serve 
to educate the community about native plants, what a 
Blue Star Memorial represents and the importance of 
remembering those who have served, are serving and 
will serve in our Armed Forces.

The informational sign installed by the Whitehall Garden 
Club for the Silver Tower Park.
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MEMORIALS
In Memory of Betty Swanstrom, Dearborn Garden Club 
for the Life Members Scholarship Program  $10.00
In Memory of Loretta Day, Rainbow Garden Club, 
Great Falls for the Life Members Scholarship Program  
$10.00
In Memory of Betty Swanstrom Life Members of the 
Great Falls Area  $10.00
Penny Pines, Gumbo Gals Garden Club  $68.00

GREETINGS
May God’s Blessings be with you and your loved ones 
throughout the Christmas season and the whole year 
through, Carol Works 
Merry Christmas and Happy Gardening to all from the 
Gumbo Gals Garden Club of Nashua 

BIG SkY STAR
The Gumbo Gals send a Big Sky Star to Kay Sundheim 
Kennedy. We will miss you as you follow your star. 
Patty and Gary Schlaeger send a Big Sky Star in 
memory of Loretta Doran Day. Blue lights on “your 
bridge” will always shine for you. 
Patty and Gary Schlaeger send a Big Sky Star to Ivy 
Jackson. In hopes of a speedy recovery! You are our 
star! 
Patty Schlaeger sends a Big Sky Star to Sharron 
Mashburn. Let this star light the way as President 
Protem. 
Patty Schlaeager sends a Big Sky Star to Pat Biggs 
and Gail. A warm wish as you finally get settled in your 
new home. 

Global warming has hit home when I look outside and 
see green lawn, and even some hardy petunias and 
roses still in bloom in the shelter of the front of the 
ranch house. I just returned from Minnesota where the 
residents of Minneapolis are grumbling about having to 
get out their mowers to cut the tall grass so they can 
rake leaves. I remind myself this is almost December 
and we should be thankful that there is still green grass 
for the cattle and horses and we have only fed hay a 
few days, not a month or two as in past years.
After a few frosty mornings in October, I assumed 
my vegetables planted in July were lost. To my sheer 
astonishment when I walked along the creek where I had 
placed a few broccoli and cabbage plants in between 
marigolds, I found HUGE crowns and heads. What I 
had given up on flourished with the frost and heavy 
dew! My garden haul netted more than 20 pounds of 
broccoli crowns that would put grocery store produce to 
shame, and, I am still watching as my cabbage heads 
mature!
Due to all my summer meetings and travel I never plant 
a garden until I return in August. I only get what is left 
of the tall, spindly plants on the “buy one, get five free” 
bargain table. When neighbors are bringing me orange-
sized tomatoes, I am nurturing foot high plants with a 
few blooms. By the time I do have a few tomatoes, I 
must protect them from the early frost with all matter of 
old jackets, dog rugs, blankets and towels. When the 
wind whips up our coulee, the ranch yard looks like a 
clothes-line gone array! All this for the love of a freshly 
picked red tomato!

 PAtty sChLAeGer, eDitOr
 MONtANA GArDeNs

Address Change — Linda Clark
1192 Sunset Rd. Stevensville, 59870-6725

Correct email — Norman DeNeal:
normanjdeneal@gmail.com

New Whitehall Officers — The Whitehall Garden Club 
had elections for their new officers. Their term runs 
from Jan.1, 2016 to Dec. 31, 2016. They are as 
follows: 

President—Kathy Hatch
Co-President—Mary Ann Carey
Vice President—Ruby Anderson
Secretary—Maureen Dawson
Treasurer—Sandra Taylor

From the
Treasurer’s Pen

WRaPPING IT uP

——————————— ChANGes & COrreCtiONs ———————————
New Address — Pat Biggs

1004 Northview Ave Great Falls, MT 59404
Landline: (406) 315-2610
Cell Phone: (406) 899-9407
EMail: notrees1004@charter.net 
(A strange address, but it was in response to Charter 
not letting me keep my old one and needing a new 
one right away! I now have 2 trees in my new yard, 
so I do have trees!)

New Email — Judy Ward, President Bullhook Blossoms 
Garden Club District #7 in Havre jjmtaz@gmail.
com



MONtANA FeDerAtiON 
OF GArDeN CLuBs

DAtes tO reMeMBer*
December 1 Deadline for Yearbook NGC Awards  
   to Annie Mollock
December 1 Youth awards Tony Zeigler 
December 1  All National Awards due and send  
   to Sherry Corneliusen
             Flower Show Awards send  
   to Susan Andrews
December 15  Reservations for Seattle Bus Trip need  
   to be sent along with $50 to  
   Sherry Corneliusen (Complete  
   Information on Page 5)
January 1 Smokey Bear Woodsy Owl send to
   Jennifer Strezelczyk

DistriCt MeetiNGs: sPriNG 2016
April 13 Glendive (Eastern Gateway District 12)
April 14 Havre (Hi Line District 5)
April 15 Fort Benton (Northern District 6)
April 16 Helena  (Lewis and Clark District 4)
April 20 Missoula  (Western District 2)
April 21 Great Falls  (Central District 5)
April 22 Billings (Yellowstone District 10)
April 23 Whitehall  (Southwest District 3)

find us on facebook!
facebook.com/MontanaGardensVisit our website at www.MTFGC.org

Food and water are very 
important for birds in the 
winter. I feed sunflower 
seeds and suet in the winter 
because the birds who like 
wild bird seed are gone.
The suet is important for the 
woodpeckers and some of 
the other birds who eat it as it 
is very high in what they need 
for warmth in the winter.
Water is also important and is much more difficult to provide. 
Although I have a river nearby, when it is frozen over I also 
have an automatic livestock water trough that is heated so 
water is not a problem on my place.
However, if you are not so fortunate you can take a metal 
bucket and using a utility extension cord with a light socket, 
place a light bulb (the old-fashioned kind that gives off heat) 
in it. Then on top, put a plant water tray that fits over the 
bucket. If you use a plastic water tray be sure that it does not 
touch the light bulb so that it melts! Birds do not like deep 
water so you need to use a shallow container for their water. 
As far as shelter they are on their own and they seem to do 
quite well.
I hope this gives you some help to care for birds in the 
winter. If you have any questions, please give me a call at  
406-866-8297.

 NeLONe C. NiLseN
 MFGC stAte BirD ChAirMAN

Winter Care for Birds

Because of our renowned reputation, and the strength of our membership, NGC has been 
invited to be an Inaugural Network Partner of the National Pollinator Garden Network, recently 
formed to help establish one million gardens to assist in restoring critical pollinator population 
recovery in the United States. Over the next two years, The Network will bring together the 
science and garden capabilities of industry with the outreach of nongovernmental organizations 
to empower a million private citizens and organizations to plant pollinator gardens nationwide.


