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From the Gumbo Gals Garden Club Yearbook 
 

ñNo Maintenanceò is just a figure of speech 

 

Old Chinese Proverb: ñPraise large gardens; plant small ones.ò 

 

You will often buy more plants than you will need. You will 

often buy more plants than you can afford. You     always buy 

more plants than your spouse thinks you need or can afford.  

 

Lifeôs Lessons in My Own Backyard 

Grow what you love. The love will keep it growing. I know 

that my gardenôs harvest includes a childôs wonder, a friendôs 

laughter, and my husbandôs smile. Among its shaded corners, 

raised beds and trellis lined paths, my garden grows love. 
(Taken from Everything I Know I Learned in My Garden by Emilie 

Barnes)  
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Editorôs note: This winter issue of the Montana Gardens is 

smaller than your last issue which was   unusually large and 

had to cover a lot of material.  Especially notable in this  

issue are three articles centered on events at the State     

Capitol in Helena. Check out the following articles.  

Federation Prepares for Capitol Rotunda Exhibit 
 

On Thursday, March 3rd several Federation judges will be 

exhibiting floral designs in the capitol rotunda along with 

information tables and the playing our information video, 

ñInspiring Growthò.  Not the first time this has been done, 

the idea was presented by Jean Thomas and approved at the 

Fall Board Judgesô Council.  

In preparing for the rotunda 

exhibit, Cathy Speich-Ferguson, 

Ruth Layton, Michael Riley, 

and Phyllis White meet with Lt. 

Gov. John Bohlinger (center).  

2010-11 Winter Issue, Montana Gardens 
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The Montana Federation was 

approached to volunteer  its 

expertise on vegetable horti-

culture in aiding 4th grade 

teachers who request mem-

bersô help. The   program, 

still in the planning stages,   

is  focused on helping young  

students  discover the won-

ders of science. First Lady 

Nancy Schweitzer shares the 

newest feature of the       

Governor and First Ladyôs 

Math & Science Initiative, 

Nancyôs Garden that enables 

4th grade classrooms across 

the state to grow gardens, 

minds, and healthy bodies.  

 

Learn more about the      

Governor and First Ladyôs 

Math & Science Initiative at 

www.mathscience.mt.gov.   

Coming Soon! First Lady Nancy Schweitzerôs   

Classroom Garden  

2010-11 Winter Issue, Montana Gardens 
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Editorôs note: A ñCapitol Ideaò was the Federationôs           

promotion of legislation to have the Mourning Cloak Butter-

fly be named the state butterfly. The following is a brief 

background to the story and a summary of  interesting facts 

of our state  butterfly. 

Montanaôs 

Mourning Cloak  

Butterfly 

The legislative background  In 2001 House Bill 365 was 

passed by the legislature and signed by the governor. This was 

the result of the work of then MFGC President, Jean Thomas 

who had clubs provide 5th grade students to lobby for state ac-

ceptance. Legislator James Whitaker sponsored the bill, Lobby-

ist Ronda Carpenter donated her time and energy. Lynne Mahan 

from Chinook coordinated club presidents and district directors 

in getting the 5th graders and  Mary Olsen secured butterfly 

pins for legislators to wear as a reminder of the pending bill.   

The butterfly Mourning Cloaks (Nymphalis antiopa) often rest 

on dark tree bark where they are camouflaged and can bask in 

direct sunlight. This butterfly will open its wings and angle its 

body toward the sun to increase its body temperature prior to 

flight. Combined with its dark wing color, this enables the 

mourning cloak to absorb heat. Butterflies must be warm to  
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